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Infrastructure Development

Federal Investments Improve Port
Infrastructure, Security & Innovation

Port of Grays Harbor has received federal grants to improve traffic flow & safety on Port
Industrial Road, strengthen security at the marine terminal complex & provide facilities for
private businesses to perform research & development for new products & technology.

Years of planning and educating federal officials of Port of Grays
Harbor infrastructure priorities will result in new investments in
infrastructure, security and innovation this year.

Port Industrial Road, the two-mile freight corridor that serves more
than 125 businesses, the marine terminals and is the main route to work
for thousands of GH workers, will undergo major improvements this year,
thanks to $4 million in federal transportation funding. Senator Patty
Murray has partnered with the Port over the past four years to designate
this necessary infrastructure improvement as a federal priority. A Call for
Bids from qualified contractors will be issued later this spring.

Homeland Security is often associated with our Nation’s airports,
but what about our Country’s seaports. With the support and
encouragement of Senator Maria Cantwell and Congressman Norm
Dicks, the Port of Grays Harbor successfully applied for increased
security features surrounding the marine terminal.

The Port administered GH Sustainable Industries Innovation
Partnership Zone received a grant of over $400,000 to combine with the
$1 million in state funds for the construction of a Research and
Development facility for private and non-profit manufacturers needing
laboratory space for the development of new products. Construction of
¥ this facility should begin Fall 2009. If you are a company in need of
W~ research space or assistance in commercializing your idea, contact Mary

——— Nelson at 360-533-9528 to explore ways your company can utilize this
new facility.




Port History

Demolition of Former Harbor Battery
Building Starts New Chapter for Site

Former site of Harbor Battery on the corner of Wooding & Port Industrial Road was once
the first Port-owned airport. The former hangar & most recently battery shop is being
demolished. The site is available for lease to begin the next chapter of it's role in Grays

Harbor’'s commercial history.

In 1927 after much public
request and great interest that
developed in aviation, the Port of
Grays Harbor set aside a
designated portion of its property
to serve as an airplane landing
field. The purpose of this field was
to attract commercial and private
aviators and also to facilitate an
airplane manufacturer if one could
be found.

The designated land was in
the area where Harbor Battery and
the current Port Offices reside and
was about 3,000 feet in length in
the direction of the prevailing
winds. In 1928, a hangar facility
and gravel roadway were put in
place for storage and an access
road built to the airport. The
placement of the airport made it a
fine place for operation but due to
some obstacles learned in the first
3 years of operation, the Grays
Harbor Airport was short lived.

The airport operated well in
the spring and summer time but

the fall and winter brought rain that
turned the airfield into a swamp
that made landing unsafe. Along
with weather conditions hindering
the airports operation, the Port
determined in 1930 that it was
economically unfeasible to
maintain the airport as it was
creating a loss to the Port. It was
decided to lease ownership and
operations out to private firms
wishing to operate the airport
under the same rules that the Port
established for the airport in 1929.
This policy continued until 1941.

The building being removed
was the original hangar facility.
After 80 years, the building has
outlived its useful life and it was
not feasible to repair the facility.

A prime industrial and
commercial location, the site on
the corner of Wooding and Port
Industrial Road is now available
for lease. Contact Diane Souron
at 360-533-9528 for lease info.

Community
Meeting on Port
Industrial Rd.
Upgrade

The Public is invited to
learn more about the Port
Industrial Road (Pl Road)
Improvements project from
the Port’s design
consultant, HDR
Engineering. A Community
Open House is scheduled
for Tuesday, May 12 at
4:30-6:30 p.m. at the Port
Offices in Aberdeen, 111
South Wooding Street.

HDR staff will be on
hand to provide info &
answer questions at various
tables. A short 10-minute
overview of the entire
project will be presented at
5:30 p.m.

HDR has been working
for several months on
designing the road
improvements, including:
widening of existing paved
surface, a center turn lane
the entire length of Pl Road
for left turn safety, adjust-
ment of intersections’ turn
radiuses from 30°to 70-75°,
utility relocations, street
lighting improvements, and
a sidewalk for pedestrian
safety along the north side
of Pl Road.

The Port plans to
advertise for construction
bids June 1 & award the
contract July 14 with
construction starting late
summer/early fall.

Around the Docks is a
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