
From Westport to Hoquiam to Aberdeen, Port Facilities 
Welcome Visitors and the Public to the Waterfront 

 
· Hundreds of visitors fish for crab and salmon from 

the public docks at the Westport Marina.   
· More than 25,375 aircraft land or take off at 

Bowerman Airport each year.   
· The Westport Marina hosts more than 850 

recreational guest boaters per year and is home to 
31 charter fishing vessels who provide sport fishing, 
whale watching and eco-tours. 

· Every fall, the 28th Street Boat Launch is the 
busiest spot on the Chehalis as hundreds of 
fisherman hit the river for salmon fishing. 

· Aberdeen Landing, behind Walmart, continues to 
provide a homeport for the Lady Washington.  

· Viewing towers at Westport and in Hoquiam 
provide the public a landbased look at the natural 
beauty of the Harbor. 

Providing the infrastructure to support these tourism 
related activities is just one of the ways the Port of 
Grays Harbor enhances tourism for the region. 

 

PGH MISSION: TO BEST UTILIZE OUR RESOURCES TO FACILITATE, ENHANCE 

AND STIMULATE INTERNATIONAL TRADE, ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AND 

TOURISM FOR THE BETTERMENT OF THE REGION. 
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�  AUGUST 11 --  REGULAR  
COMMISSION MEETING 9:00 A.M. 
@ PGH MAIN OFFICES 

�  AUGUST 13 – ETA M/V 
SILVER STONE EXPRESS 
LOADING @ T4 

�  JULY 30 – ETA M/V SANTA 
FRANCISCA LOADING @ T4 
�  AUGUST 5 – ETA M/V KARL 
OLDENDORFF LOADING @ T2 

�  JULY 28 – ILWU HOLIDAY: 
HARRY BRIDGES BIRTHDAY 

Tourism Infrastructure

By Air, By Land, By Sea:  
Port Facilities Play Role 
in Grays Harbor Tourism 

At their May meeting, Port Commissioners took a moment to recognize the Port of Grays Harbor staff who 
assisted with the annual State audit of the Port’s financial statements and contracts.   On behalf of the Port 
Commission, President Stan Pinnick applauded the team’s efforts and recognized that 2008 was the Port’s  
15th consecutive "clean" audit.  Team members recognized were Mary Nelson, Shannon Anderson, Lisa 
Benn, Janet Blackmun-Johnson, Tracy Ewing, Mike Johnson, Robin Leraas, and Diane Souron. 

PGH Audit Team Recognized for 15 Years of ‘Clean’ Audits 

From the fishing piers of Westport to the airport tie downs and 
services to viewing platforms and boat launches along the 
Chehalis, visitors to Grays Harbor utilize the Port’s facilities 
to enhance their stay in the area. 
 

�  AUGUST 11 --  GH SHIPPING 
CLUB GOLF TOURNEY & BBQ 

�  AUGUST 15 & 16 --  
WESTPORT ART FESTIVAL 

�  JULY 29  --  SPECIAL  
COMMISSION MEETING 4:00 P.M. 
@ PGH MAIN OFFICES 



 

Around the Docks is a 
monthly newsletter produced 
by the Port of Grays Harbor 

and is available online at 
portofgraysharbor.com. 

 
To join our mailing list 
contact Lisa Benn at 
lbenn@portgrays.org. 

Public Facilities  
 

2009 Vessels 
& Volumes Up 
 

 Partnerships are 
resulting in new cargoes, 
increased ship calls and 
more jobs for Grays Harbor.  
During the first half of 2009 
vessel calls were up, 
cargoes were diverse and 
longshore, rail and marine 
workers were keeping busy 
at the Port of Grays Harbor.  
Here are the numbers 
through June 30th: 
 

Shipping Partners 

5 
Types of Cargo 

6 
Vessel Calls 

20 
Rail Cars Handled 

3,160 
Longshore Hours 

Worked 

9,555 
 

   The 2nd half of 2009 is 
expected to bring 
additional ship calls and 
cargoes with the regular 
vessel calls of AGP, 
Dkorum log exports, 
Imperium Grays Harbor 
Partner Shipping, Pasha, 
and Willis Enterprises. 

A funding partnership led to the rehabilitation of the  Westport Marina Boat 
Launch, which serves more than 7,000 boaters per year.  The launch is open for 

business just in time for a strong salmon season off Washington’s Coast. 

tions worn over time caused the float 
surfaces and transition plates to be 
uneven, creating potential trip 
hazards.   

Crews have replaced the two 
aged boarding floats with all new 
materials.  In a matter of days, the old 
docks were removed and new put in 
their place.  Night work was planned 
to limit the disruption to boaters using 
the facility.   

RCO is no newcomer to the 
Westport Boat Ramp.  In 2001, the 
agency recognized the importance of 
the Westport facility to recreational 
boaters by funding lengthening of the 
ramp and resurfacing with concrete 
planking.  Monies for the grant 
program come from a portion of the 
motor vehicle gasoline tax paid by 
boaters. 

Westport Marina Boat Launch 
Improved in Time for Salmon Fishing

Replacement of the boarding 
floats is nearly complete at the 
Westport Marina Boat Launch Ramp 
thanks to a $137,067 grant from 
Washington’s Recreation & 
Conservation Office (RCO)
Boating Facilities Program.   The 
Port is providing $85,208 as the 
local match for the project. 

The two boarding floats 
service three lanes used each year 
by more than 7,000 recreational 
fishermen and boaters to access the 
Pacific Ocean and waters of Grays 
Harbor. 

Years of harsh weather 
conditions, tidal actions and floating 
debris had caused damage to floats, 
puncturing through the concrete 
floats to expose the Styrofoam 
inside.  Steel hinge swivel connec-

Boat Launch Facelift Completed 
Above:  One of the new boarding floats installed and ready 
to serve more than 7,000 sport fishermen and pleasure 
boaters that utilize the launch annually.  

 Inset:  The same boarding float prior to renovation.  Set 
for disposal, damaged float sections reveal the Styrofoam 
core that provides the dock’s buoyancy. 
 


