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Work Begins on Port Industrial Road  
Contractors will begin widening and repaving Grays Harbor’s primary freight corridor this 
August.  Port Industrial Road will undergo more than $4 million in improvements.  With 
support from Grays Harbor’s Congressional Delegation, funding was secured through the 
Federal Highway Administration to improve safety and efficiency along the corridor by 
creating turn lanes, widening the roadway, and repaving the one mile stretch.  The GH PUD 
participated in this important infrastructure project by relocating the main utility lines along 
the corridor while Grays Harbor County .09 Economic Development Funds installed smart 
rail crossing lighting and gates. 

Willis Enterprises Begins Barging

Employing 7 people at the Hoquiam faciltiy, Willis Enterprises began loading barges 
at Terminal 3 with plans to ship an estimated barge a week carrying approximately 
4,000 GT when running at full capacity. 

Summer 2009 brought new life 
to the former Rayonier log 
terminal in Hoquiam as Willis 
Enterprises loaded their first 
barge of domestic wood chips in 
early August.   
Over the last year, Willis 

Enterprises moved their 
operation to the Port-owned 
Marine Terminal 3 complex.  
The company has invested in 
facility upgrades to accommo-
date their wood chip operation.  
Willis Enterprises currently 

employs 7 serving the Hoquiam 
facility while each barge loading 
also creates jobs for local 
longshore workers and marine 
workers like tug boat personnel. 

�  SEPTEMBER 7 – LABOR DAY, 
PGH OFFICES CLOSED 

Calendar 

�  SEPTEMBER 8 – REGULAR  
COMMISSION MEETING 9:00 A.M. 
@ PGH MAIN OFFICES 

Infrastructure Development  

PORT OF GRAYS HARBOR  
ON WASHINGTON’S PACIFIC COAST 

Wood Chips 
at Terminal 3 

�  SEPTEMBER 18 – SHOWCASE 
GRAYS HARBOR: PORT CITIES 
OF HOQUIAM & ABERDEEN PLUS 
SOUTH BEACH AREA 
 

�  SEPTEMBER 12 – LOGGER’S 
PLAYDAY IN HOQUIAM 
 

�  SEPTEMBER 6 – ETA M/V 
OSPREY ARROW LOADING @ T2 

�  SEPTEMBER 9 – ETA M/V JEAN 
ANNE LOADING/UNLOADING @ T4 

�  SEPTEMBER 13 – ETA M/V 
POSITIVE PASSION LOADING @ T4 

�  SEPTEMBER 20 – ETA AGP 
VESSEL LOADING @ T2 



Trade Development  
 

Puget Sound and Pacific Railroad, a division of Rail America, provides Port of Grays 
Harbor tenants & shipping customers competitive access to North American markets via 
BNSF & UP railroads. 

Rail Connections Key to Grays 
Harbor Growth  

Location. Labor. Locomotives.  These 
three key ingredients contribute to a 
port’s shipping success and Grays 
Harbor is perfectly positioned with all 
three. 
Location -- Grays Harbor’s location on 
Washington’s Pacific Coast provides 
marine shippers faster vessel turn-
arounds than other Pacific Northwest 
ports.   
Labor  -- Local 24 longshore workers 
have proven their ability to handle a 
variety of cargoes quickly and 
efficiently. 
Locomotives -- Getting cargo to and 
from the ship is the job of Grays 
Harbor’s rail provider Puget Sound and 
Pacific Railroad (PSAP).  PSAP, 
headquartered in Elma, WA, provides 
rail connections to North American 
markets by linking with mainline rail 
operators Burlington Northern Santa Fe 
and Union Pacific Railroads. This 
partnership allows companies to 
competitively ship their products. 

“PSAP is an important partner in 
Grays Harbor’s growth at the marine 
terminal and in our industrial 
properties,” reports Gary Nelson, Port 
Executive Director.  “Rail has been a 
key component to our shipping 
customers that have invested in Grays 
Harbor.”  Partner Shipping, PASHA 
and Westway Terminals have joined 
AGP and Imperium Grays Harbor in 
utilizing Grays Harbor as their primary 
Northwest shipping port. 

PONTOON 
PROJECT 

Site Selected 
Project Moves 

Forward 
Washington State 

Department of 
Transportation announced 

that the preferred 
construction site for the 
SR520 bridge pontoons 

construction is the former 
Weyerhaeuser Aberdeen 

Log Yard adjacent to Port of 
Grays Harbor Marine 

Terminal 4. 
 

“After nearly five years of 
working to site the project in 

Grays Harbor, the Port is 
excited to see the project 
move to the next stage, 

toward employing hundreds 
in Grays Harbor,” 

announced Commission 
President Stan Pinnick.  

 

Working with local economic 
development partners, the 
Port is formulating a plan to 

make sure the local 
workforce is trained and 

ready for the jobs that will 
be created by the project.   

“As a member of the Grays 
Harbor JOBS Team, the 

Port will be working to make 
sure this project moves 
smoothly for the winning 
contractor… from finding 

skilled labor, to  
encouraging local 
subcontracting, to 

accommodating businesses 
that want to be near the 

project,” reports Mr. Pinnick.  

M/V Chehalis  Overhaul 
The Port of Grays Harbor vessel used to transport bar 
pilots from harbor to ship is undergoing repairs at The 
Shipyard in Hoquiam.  Upgraded hand rails, new paint 
and other safety features are being added to the vessel.  
The Chehalis plays an important role in safely 
transporting the Port’s bar pilots, Captain Robert 
D’Angelo and Captain Steven Cook, to vessels, 
sometimes braving rough seas to keep commerce 
moving on Washington’s Coast. 

Maintenance  

Top:  A map of US markets served by rail.  Bottom:  
A Puget Sound and Pacific locomotive pulls a unit 
train of grain cars through the T-2 loading facility. 

Around the Docks is a 
monthly newsletter produced 
by the Port of Grays Harbor 

and is available online at 
portofgraysharbor.com. 

 
To join our mailing list 
contact Lisa Benn at 
lbenn@portgrays.org. 


