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Bi-Partisan Federal & Tribal Support 
US Senator Maria Cantwell, WA sent 
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US Congressman Derek Kilmer, WA 
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Multiple State Support 
Iowa Governor Kim Reynolds  
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Missouri Soybean Association 

Transportation Industry Support 
Burlington Northern Santa Fe Railroad 
Puget Sound & Pacific Railroad 
Pacific Northwest Waterways Association 

GH Council of Governments 
Grays Harbor County 
Grays Harbor PUD 
Greater Grays Harbor, Inc. 
ILWU Local 24 
Port of Grays Harbor  
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Nebraska Governor Pete Ricketts 
Nebraska Soybean Association 
Nebraska Cooperative Council 
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May 13th, 2022 

 

Acting Administrator Lucinda Lessley 

Maritime Administration 

1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 

Washington, DC 20590 

Department of Transportation 

 

Dear Acting Administrator Lessley,  

 

I am writing in support of AGP’s application for a Port Infrastructure Development Grant. The project 

will expand a storage and export facility at Port of Grays Harbor in Aberdeen, Washington.  

 

Last year, Iowa farmers had a record corn and soybean harvest, with a significant number of bushels 

being exported to overseas markets. As issues of supply chain and global food security have become 

increasingly important due to the pandemic and situation in Ukraine, AGP’s expansion of the Port of 

Grays Harbor will double the current export cargo capacity and ensure this critical farm-to-market 

infrastructure can meet demand.   

 

Many farmers in my district will benefit from this expansion. The U.S. Department of Agriculture expects 

soybean exports in 2021-2022 will increase by 40 million bushels from the year prior. As demand for 

American soybeans continue to increase throughout the world, Iowa farmers need our infrastructure to 

keep pace.   

 

I respectfully request your full and fair consideration of this application consistent with applicable laws, 

rules, and regulations. Please do not hesitate to contact my team member, Sam Ward, at 

Sam.Ward@mail.house.gov regarding this matter.  

 

Sincerely,  

 

_________________ 

Cindy Axne 

Member of Congress 



 

 

 

 

 

 

May 10, 2022 

 

 

Lucinda Lessley  

Acting Maritime Administrator  

U.S. Department of Transportation - MARAD 

1200 New Jersey Avenue SE 

Washington, DC 20590 

 

Re: Support for PIDP Grant funding for the Port of Grays Harbor Terminal 4 Expansion and 

Redevelopment Project 

 

Dear Acting Administrator Lessley, 

 

I am pleased to write in strong support of the Port of Grays Harbor PIDP grant proposal for the 

Terminal 4 Expansion and Redevelopment Project. This project has multi-state benefits and is an 

opportunity to invest in coastal port infrastructure that directly impacts American growers’ 

international competitiveness. 

 

As the only deep-water shipping port on Washington’s Pacific Coast, the Port of Grays Harbor 

has a proven track-record for attracting private investment, creating jobs, and returning economic 

benefit to the Grays Harbor community while providing access for U.S. products to international 

markets. Funding for this project will ensure the Port is positioned to not only attract new 

customers, but to accommodate the growth of their existing customers. 

 

The Port of Grays Harbor’s Terminal 4 Expansion & Redevelopment Project will construct an 

additional loop track, storage tracks, loading tracks, access road improvements, stormwater, and 

Terminal 4 fender system replacement. These improvements will double the Port’s cargo 

handling capacity for rail-based cargoes, provide state-of-the-art dockside fendering of vessels, 

and improve stormwater collection systems in the cargo yard. The Port’s investment in this 

public infrastructure project, as well as AGP’s expansion and investment, will help our Nation’s 

balance of trade, as the co-product of a renewable feedstock for low carbon fuels and the cargo 

will be transported in bulk via rail and vessel which is far less carbon intensive than moving by 

container.   

 
The strength of Grays Harbor’s rural economy depends on continued growth in international 

shipments at the Port of Grays Harbor and job creation to support that growth. With American 

farmers ready to invest millions in expanding their own access to international shipments, and a 

rural port district with a committed private partner developing a project that delivers improved 

transportation efficiency while creating economic opportunities in a historically distressed area, a 



strategic PIDP investment will be transformational. Given the expedited timeline, this project 

could serve as an example of USDOT MARAD’s ability to make Infrastructure Investment and 

Jobs Act funds work in our Nation’s port communities, strengthening the economy for decades. 

 

I am pleased to write in support of the Port Grays Harbor Terminal 4 Expansion and 

Redevelopment Project and urge your full and fair consideration of their proposal. Should you 

have any questions, please contact Andrea Roper in my district office at 

Andrea.Roper@mail.house.gov.  

 
 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

Derek Kilmer 

Member of Congress  

 













 
 

Olympia Office: 

PO Box 40424 

Olympia, WA 98504-0434 

Contact: 

(360) 786-7646 

KevinVanDeWege@leg.wa.gov 

Washington State Senate 
 

Senator Kevin Van De Wege 

Senate Agriculture, Water,  

Natural Resources & Parks Committee (Chair) 

24th Legislative District 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

May 10, 2022 

 

 

Lucinda Lessley  

Acting Maritime Administrator  

U.S. Department of Transportation - MARAD 

1200 New Jersey Avenue SE 

Washington, DC 20590 

 

 

Re: Support for PIDP Grant funding for the Port of Grays Harbor Terminal 4 Expansion 

and Redevelopment Project 

 

 

Dear Ms. Lessley, 

 

As the United States Department of Transportation Maritime Administration prepares to invest 

record levels of funding in our Nation’s port infrastructure, I urge you to favorably consider the 

Port of Grays Harbor Terminal 4 Expansion and Redevelopment Project. This project has multi-

state benefits and is an opportunity for MARAD to invest in coastal port infrastructure that 

directly impacts American growers’ international competitiveness. 

 

As the only deep-water shipping port on Washington’s Pacific Coast, the Port of Grays Harbor 

has a proven track-record for attracting private investment, creating jobs, returning economic 

benefit to the Grays Harbor community, while providing access for U.S. products to international 

markets.  PIDP grant funding of this project will ensure the Port is positioned to not only attract 

new customers, but to accommodate the growth of their existing customers. 

 

The strength of Grays Harbor’s rural economy depends on continued growth in international 

shipments at the Port of Grays Harbor and job creation to support that growth.  Our Port’s 

investment in this public infrastructure project and AGP’s expansion and investment in our 

community will accomplish this and help our Nation’s balance of trade, as the by-product of a 

renewable feedstock for low carbon fuels and the cargo will be transported in bulk via rail and 

vessel which is far less carbon intensive than moving by container.   

 



However, without federal funding to support the required public marine rail infrastructure, the 

Grays Harbor community will not be able to accommodate this transformational level of trade 

investment.   

    

With American farmers ready to invest millions in expanding their own access to international 

shipments, and a rural port district with a committed private partner developing a project that 

delivers improved transportation efficiency while creating economic opportunities in a 

historically distressed area, a strategic PIDP investment will be transformational.  Given the 

robust timeline, this project could serve as an example of USDOT MARAD’s ability to make 

Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act funds work in our Nation’s port communities, 

strengthening the economy for decades. 

  

To say this project is of regional significance is an understatement.  As applications are 

evaluated, please carefully consider this project’s merits and how it would accrue benefits to our 

entire region and nation for decades to come. 

 

 

 

 

Best, 

 

 
 

 

Senator Kevin Van De Wege 

24th Legislative District 



 

 

May 3, 2022 

 

 

Lucinda Lessley  

Acting Maritime Administrator  

U.S. Department of Transportation - MARAD 

1200 New Jersey Avenue SE 

Washington, DC 20590 

 

Dear Ms. Lessley, 

 

I am writing to express my enthusiastic support for the Port of Grays Harbor as it seeks 

a grant from the US Department of Transportation Maritime Administration for an 

expansion of the port terminal. 

 

Deep water ports are rare on the west coast, and the opportunity to enhance one should 

not be missed. The recent experience in our country with supply chain issues 

emphasizes the importance of port infrastructure projects like this. This project has 

multi-state benefits and is an opportunity for MARAD to invest in coastal port 

infrastructure that directly impacts American growers’ international competitiveness. 

 

This is a region which struggles for economic opportunity, the Port of Grays Harbor is 

an accomplished, reliable engine for much-needed jobs and growth. The modernization 

and expansion of these facilities will help increase opportunities, but also allows this to 

be done responsibly with attention to the environmental standards of today. Additionally, 

enhancement of American farmers ability to meet needs around the world is a positive 

outcome of this project. 

 

I hope you will give this project of such regional and national significance your favorable 

consideration. 

 

Be kind; be safe. 

 

 

Jeff Wilson, Senator 19th District 



 

April 25, 2022 
 
Lucinda Lessley  
Acting Maritime Administrator  
U.S. Department of Transportation - MARAD 
1200 New Jersey Avenue SE 
Washington, DC 20590 
 
 
Re: Support for PIDP Grant funding for the Port of Grays Harbor Terminal 4 Expansion and Redevelopment 

Project 
 
 
Dear Ms. Lessley, 
 
As the United States Department of Transportation Maritime Administration prepares to invest record levels of funding in 
our Nation’s port infrastructure, we urge you to favorably consider the Port of Grays Harbor Terminal 4 Expansion and 
Redevelopment Project. This project has multi-state benefits and is an opportunity for MARAD to invest in coastal port 
infrastructure that directly impacts American growers’ international competitiveness. 
 
As the only deep-water shipping port on Washington’s Pacific Coast, the Port of Grays Harbor has a proven track-record for 
attracting private investment, creating jobs, returning economic benefit to the Grays Harbor community, while providing 
access for U.S. products to international markets.  PIDP grant funding of this project will ensure the Port is positioned to not 
only attract new customers, but to accommodate the growth of their existing customers. 
 
The strength of Grays Harbor’s rural economy depends on continued growth in international shipments at the Port of Grays 
Harbor and job creation to support that growth.  Our Port’s investment in this public infrastructure project and AGP’s 
expansion and investment in our community will accomplish this and help our Nation’s balance of trade, as the by-product of 
a renewable feedstock for low carbon fuels and the cargo will be transported in bulk via rail and vessel which is far less 
carbon intensive than moving by container.   
 
Thank you for your consideration regarding this project and grant application. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

       
 
Representative Steve Tharinger   Representative Mike Chapman 
24th Legislative District    24th Legislative District 
 



 
 
May 3, 2022 
 
 
Lucinda Lessley  
Acting Maritime Administrator  
U.S. Department of Transportation - MARAD 
1200 New Jersey Avenue SE 
Washington, DC 20590 
 
 
Re: Support for PIDP Grant funding for the Port of Grays Harbor Terminal 4 Expansion and 

Redevelopment Project 
 
 
Dear Ms. Lessley, 
 
As the United States Department of Transportation Maritime Administration prepares to invest record 
levels of funding in our Nation’s port infrastructure, my 19th District community that I represent urges 
you to favorably consider the Port of Grays Harbor Terminal 4 Expansion and Redevelopment Project.  
This project has multi-state benefits and is an opportunity for MARAD to invest in coastal port 
infrastructure that directly impacts American growers’ international competitiveness. 
 
As the only deep-water shipping port on Washington’s Pacific Coast, the Port of Grays Harbor has a 
proven track-record for attracting private investment, creating jobs, returning economic benefit to the 
Grays Harbor community, while providing access for U.S. products to international markets.  PIDP grant 
funding of this project will ensure the Port is positioned to not only attract new customers, but to 
accommodate the growth of their existing customers. 
 
The strength of Grays Harbor’s rural economy depends on continued growth in international 
shipments at the Port of Grays Harbor and job creation to support that growth.  Our Port’s investment 
in this public infrastructure project and AGP’s expansion and investment in our community will 
accomplish this and help our Nation’s balance of trade, as the by-product of a renewable feedstock for 
low carbon fuels and the cargo will be transported in bulk via rail and vessel which is far less carbon 
intensive than moving by container.   
 
However, without federal funding to support the required public marine rail infrastructure, the Grays 
Harbor community will not be able to accommodate this transformational level of trade investment.   



    
With American farmers ready to invest millions in expanding their own access to international 
shipments, and a rural port district with a committed private partner developing a project that delivers 
improved transportation efficiency while creating economic opportunities in a historically distressed 
area, a strategic PIDP investment will be transformational.  Given the robust timeline, this project 
could serve as an example of USDOT MARAD’s ability to make Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act 
funds work in our Nation’s port communities, strengthening the economy for decades. 
  
To say this project is of regional significance is an understatement.  As applications are evaluated, 
please carefully consider this project’s merits and how it would accrue benefits to our entire region 
and nation for decades to come. 
 
Thank you for your time and consideration.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 

 
Representative Joel McEntire, 19th District 

Joel.mcentire@leg.wa.gov  

Legislative Phone: 253-389-8636 

Washington State House of Representatives  
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May 12th, 2022 
 
 
 
Lucinda Lessley  
Acting Maritime Administrator  
U.S. Department of Transportation - MARAD 
1200 New Jersey Avenue SE 
Washington, DC 20590 
 
 
Re: Support for PIDP Grant funding for the Port of Grays Harbor Terminal 4 Expansion and 

Redevelopment Project 
 
 
Dear Ms. Lessley, 
 
As the United States Department of Transportation Maritime Administration prepares to invest record levels 
of funding in our Nation’s port infrastructure, the people of Western Washington urge you to favorably 
consider the Port of Grays Harbor Terminal 4 Expansion and Redevelopment Project.  This project will 
generate both jobs and economic activity in a part of Washington state that desperately needs both. This 
project has multi-state benefits and is an opportunity for MARAD to invest in coastal port infrastructure that 
directly impacts American growers’ international competitiveness. 
 
As the only deep-water shipping port on Washington’s Pacific Coast, the Port of Grays Harbor has a proven 
track-record for attracting private investment, creating jobs, returning economic benefit to the Grays Harbor 
community, while providing access for U.S. products to international markets.  PIDP grant funding of this 
project will ensure the Port is positioned to not only attract new customers, but to accommodate the growth 
of their existing customers. 
 
The strength of Grays Harbor’s rural economy depends on continued growth in international shipments at the 
Port of Grays Harbor and job creation to support that growth.  Our Port’s investment in this public 
infrastructure project and AGP’s expansion and investment in our community will accomplish this and help our 
Nation’s balance of trade, as the co-product of a renewable feedstock for low carbon fuels and the cargo will 
be transported in bulk via rail and vessel which is far less carbon intensive than moving by container.   
 
However, without federal funding to support the required public marine rail infrastructure, the Grays Harbor 
community will not be able to accommodate this transformational level of trade investment.   



    
With American farmers ready to invest millions in expanding their own access to international shipments, and 
a rural port district with a committed private partner developing a project that delivers improved 
transportation efficiency while creating economic opportunities in a historically distressed area, a strategic 
PIDP investment will be transformational.  Given the robust timeline, this project could serve as an example of 
USDOT MARAD’s ability to make Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act funds work in our Nation’s port 
communities, strengthening the economy for decades. 
  
To say this project is of regional significance is an understatement.  As applications are evaluated, please 
carefully consider this project’s merits and how it would accrue benefits to our entire region and nation for 
decades to come. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Jim Walsh 
Washington State Representative  
Legislative District 19   
 



 

12700 West Dodge Road     PO Box 2047     Omaha, NE  68103‐2047     (402) 496‐7809 
“An Equal Opportunity Employer” 

 
 
April 25, 2022 
 
 
Lucinda Lessley  
Acting Maritime Administrator  
U.S. Department of Transportation ‐ MARAD 
1200 New Jersey Avenue SE 
Washington, DC 20590 
 
Re:  Support for PIDP Grant funding for the Port of Grays Harbor Terminal 4 Expansion and 

Redevelopment Project 
 
Dear Ms. Lessley, 
 
I am writing to convey Ag Processing Inc’s (AGP) strong support for Port Infrastructure 

Development Program (PIDP) grant funding of the Port of Grays Harbor’s Terminal 4 

Redevelopment and Expansion Project.   

 

AGP is a leading agribusiness with primary operations as a major U.S. soybean processor/refiner 

producing and marketing soybean meal, refined soybean oil, and biodiesel for domestic and 

international markets.  AGP is owned by 145 local and 5 regional cooperatives representing 

over 250,000 farmer‐producers across the United States.   

 

As the Port of Grays Harbor’s largest marine terminal customer, AGP recently announced plans 

to expand export operations at the Port.  The Port and AGP have demonstrated a successful 

partnership for more than 20 years, making Grays Harbor the number one exporter of soybean 

meal on the West Coast.  Now, AGP will essentially replicate that success by expanding storage 

at Terminal 2 and constructing a new ship loading facility at Terminal 4.  This expansion will 

increase trade resiliency by doubling the capacity for dry bulk exports while creating redundant 

loading facilities. 

 

As the only deep‐water shipping port on Washington’s Pacific Coast, the Port of Grays Harbor 

has a proven track‐record of attracting private investment, creating jobs, and returning 

economic benefit to their community.  PIDP grant funding is a worth‐while investment in public 

port infrastructure necessary to accommodate the growth of an existing customer and others in 

the future.  Furthermore, both partners stand committed to a robust timeline with AGP 

targeting operations in 2025. 

 



Lucinda Lessley 

April 25, 2022 
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Without federal funding to support the required public marine rail infrastructure, the Grays 

Harbor community will not be able to accommodate this transformational level of agricultural 

product trade volume, due largely to private sector investments in new soybean processing and 

advanced biofuel production in the Midwest and elsewhere.  The recent investments 

announced in the domestic soybean processing industry are being driven by demand for 

feedstocks for renewable diesel, an advanced biofuel that significantly reduces carbon and 

greenhouse gas emissions in North America’s transportation sector.  Without complementary 

export infrastructure investment, such as this grant proposal, existing and planned domestic 

value‐added agricultural investment will not achieve its full potential of further increasing farm 

commodity prices, delivering co‐products needed for advanced biofuels production, and 

returning value to rural communities through jobs and expanded local tax bases.  

 

With American farmers ready to invest tens of millions of dollars in expanding their access to 

international shipments, and a rural port district with a committed private partner developing a 

project that delivers improved transportation efficiency while creating economic opportunities 

in a historically distressed area, a strategic PIDP investment will be transformational.  Given the 

robust timeline, this project could serve as an example of USDOT MARAD’s ability to make 

Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act funds work in our Nation’s port communities, 

strengthening the economy for decades.  

 

Thank you for your consideration of this important project. As applications are evaluated, 

please carefully consider this project’s merits and how it would accrue benefits to not just the 

Grays Harbor region, but our entire nation for decades to come. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Chris Schaffer 
Chief Executive Officer 
AGP   































 

 

 

May 10, 2022 

 

Lucinda Lessley 

Acting Maritime Administrator 

U.S. Department of Transportation – MARAD 

1200 New Jersey Avenue SE 

Washington, DC 20590 

 

Dear Acting Administrator Lessley, 

 

The Iowa Soybean Association (ISA) supports investing resources in specific and proven initiatives that 

have tangible and meaningful outcomes for Iowa’s 40,000 soybean farmers, including the expansion of 

AGP’s export terminal at the Port of Grays Harbor in Aberdeen, WA. 

 

In 2021, Iowa soybean farmers harvested a record 622 million bushels. As growers gear up for the 

upcoming planting season, we’re reminded that producing much-needed protein and oil profitably and 

sustainably means connecting where we grow it with those who need it. Production and demand are 

interconnected by quality and reliable infrastructure. 

 

According to the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA), U.S. soybean exports in 2021-22 are expected 

to increase to 2.09 billion tones – up 40 million bushels from a year earlier. As global soybean exports 

continue to climb, Iowa soybean farmers strongly support AGP’s plans to keep pace with an increase in 

soy demand.  

 

Investments in our maritime infrastructure are critical to the success and competitiveness of U.S. soy, as 

it ensures the efficient delivery of exports to customers in key markets across the world. Improvements 

to the facilities’ rail infrastructure would help Iowa farmers meet this goal by increasing unloading speed 

and ship loading capacities at a crucial time. 

 

We support AGP’s ongoing efforts to strengthen the soy-value chain through the terminal expansion 

project at Port of Grays Harbor and encourage its swift implementation. 

 

Respectfully, 

 

 
 

Robb Ewoldt, President 

Iowa Soybean Association 

Davenport, Iowa farmer 



 

 

 

 

Lucinda Lessley 

Acting Maritime Administrator 

U.S. Department of Transportation - MARAD 

1200 New Jersey Avenue SE 

Washington, DC 20590 

 

Dear Ms. Lessley, 

 

The Iowa Soybean Association (ISA) supports investing resources in specific and proven initiatives that 

have tangible and meaningful outcomes for Iowa’s 40,000 soybean farmers, including support for Port 

Infrastructure Development Program (PIDP) grant funding from the U.S. Department of Transportation 

Maritime Administration (MARAD) to the Port of Grays Harbor’s Terminal 4 Redevelopment and 

Expansion Project. 

 

In 2021, Iowa soybean farmers harvested a record 622 million bushels. As growers gear up for the 

upcoming planting season, we’re reminded that producing much-needed protein and oil profitably and 

sustainably means connecting where we grow it with those who need it. Production and demand of 

homegrown soybeans are interconnected by quality and reliable infrastructure. 

 

The Port of Grays Harbor’s largest marine terminal customer, AGP, recently announced its plans to 

expand export operations at the Port. The Port and AGP have demonstrated a successful partnership for 

more than 20 years, making Grays Harbor the number one exporter of soybean meal on the West Coast.  

Now, AGP will essentially replicate their success at Terminal 2 by expanding storage and constructing a 

new ship loading facility at Terminal 4.  This expansion will increase trade resiliency by doubling the 

capacity for dry bulk exports while creating redundant loading facilities. 

 

As the only deep-water shipping port on Washington’s Pacific Coast, the Port of Grays Harbor has a 

proven track-record of attracting private investment, creating jobs, and returning economic benefit to 

their community. PIDP grant funding is a worth-while investment in public port infrastructure necessary 

to accommodate the growth of an existing customer and others in the future. Furthermore, both 

partners stand committed to a robust timeline with AGP targeting operations in 2025. 

 

With American farmers ready to invest millions in expanding their own access to international 

shipments, and a rural port district with a committed private partner developing a project that delivers 

improved transportation efficiency while creating economic opportunities in a historically distressed 

area, a strategic PIDP investment will be transformational.  Given the robust timeline, this project could 

serve as an example of USDOT MARAD’s ability to make Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act funds 

work in our Nation’s port communities, strengthening the economy for decades. 

 

 



Investments in our maritime infrastructure are critical to the success and competitiveness of U.S. soy, as 

it ensures the efficient delivery of exports to customers in key markets across the world. Specific to this 

project are improvements to the Port’s marine terminal complex, storage and loading infrastructure, 

and more. All of which would help Iowa farmers meet demand by doubling cargo handling capacity and 

improve overall efficiency at a critical time for soy exports.  

 

According to the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA), U.S. soybean exports in 2021-22 are expected 

to increase to 2.09 billion tones – up 40 million bushels from a year earlier. As global soybean exports 

continue to climb, Iowa soybean farmers strongly support the Port of Grays Harbor in looking towards 

the future to keep pace with an increase in soy demand.  

 

Thank you for your consideration of this important project. As applications are evaluated, please 

carefully consider this project’s merits and how it would accrue benefits to not just the Grays Harbor 

region, but our entire nation for decades to come. 

 

Respectfully, 
 

 

 
 

Robb Ewoldt, President 

Iowa Soybean Association 

Davenport, Iowa farmer 
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May 9, 2022 
 
Lucinda Lessley  
Acting Maritime Administrator  
U.S. Department of Transportation – MARAD  
1200 New Jersey Avenue SD  
Washington, DC 20590  
 
RE: Support for Port Infrastructure Development Project funding for Port of Grays Harbor 
Expansion and Redevelopment 
 
Dear Ms. Lessley, 
The Kansas Soybean Association strongly supports the Port Infrastructure Development 
Program (PIDP) grant funding for the Port of Grays Harbor’s Terminal 4 Redevelopment and 
Expansion Project. 
 
Since 1973, KSA has served as the voice and advocate on local, state, national, and 
international issues of importance to Kansas’ 16,000 soybean farmers. We believe that 
international markets, and the infrastructure needed to access those markets, are critical to 
soybean producers in our state. 
 
According to the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA), U.S. soybean exports in 2021-22 are 
expected to increase to 2.09 billion tones – up 40 million bushels from a year earlier. As the Port 
of Grays Harbor’s largest marine terminal customer, AGP recently announced plans to expand 
export operations at the Port. The Port and AGP have demonstrated a successful partnership 
for more than 20 years, making Grays Harbor the number one exporter of soybean meal on the 
West Coast. As global soybean exports continue to climb, Kansas soybean farmers strongly 
support AGP’s plans to keep pace with an increase in soy demand.  
 
As Midwest soybean processing rapidly expands, moving soybean meal from the Midwest to 
world markets will become even more critical than it is today. This port expansion will 
significantly increase our export capabilities to meet this growing domestic protein supply.   
 

For these reasons, we strongly encourage your support of this project and consider the positive 
impacts well beyond the local port area that could be realized.  
  
Sincerely, 

 
Kaleb Little 
Chief Executive Officer 
Kansas Soybean Association 



ILWU  LOCAL  #24

3105  JOHN  STEVENS  WAY

HOQUIAM,  WA.  98550

PHONE  1-360-533-3412

FAX.  1-360-533-1406

May  3, 2022

Lucinda  Lessley

Acting  Maritime  Administrator

u.s. Department  of  Transportation  - MARAD

1200  New  Jersey  Avenue  SE

Washington,  DC 20590

Re:  Support  for  PIDP Grant  funding  for  the  Port  of  Grays  Harbor  Terminal  4

Expansion  and  Redevelopment  Project

Dear  Ms. Lessley,

As the  United  States  Department  of  Transportation  Maritime  Administration  prepares

to  invest  record  levels  of  funding  in our  Nation's  port  infrastructure,  ILWU Local  #24

urges  you  to  favorably  consider  the  Port  of  Grays  Harbor  Terminal4  Expansion  and

Redevelopment  Project.  This  project  has multi-state  benefits  and  is an opportunity  for

MARAD  to invest  in coastal  port  infrastructure  that  directly  impacts  American  growers'

international  competitiveness.

ILWU  Local  #24  strongly  supports  AGP's  expansion  and  the  improvements  the  Port  of

Grays  Harbor  will  be making  to  accommodate  their  growth.  This  expansion  will  double

the  ILWU Local  #24  workforce  in Grays  Harbor.  The steady  volume  of  vessel  traffic  and

cargo  shipments  will  generate  steady  work  not  only  for  our  union  members,  but  also  for

the  many  transportation  workers  that  provide  services  to our  terminals,  from  the

railroad  workers  to  tug  and pilotage  operators.  These  are much  needed,  family-wage

jobs  for  our  members  and our  community.

As the  only  deep-water  shipping  port  on Washington's  Pacific  Coast,  the  Port  of  Grays

Harbor  has a proven  track-record  for  attracting  private  investment,  creating  jobs,

returning  economic  benefit  to  the  Grays  Harbor  community,  while  providing  access  for

u.s. products  to  international  markets.  PIDP grant  funding  of  this  project  will  ensure



the  Port  is positioned  to not  only  attract  new  customers,  but  to  accommodate  the

growth  of  their  existing  customers.

We are proud  of  our  high  vessel  loading  production  levels  and  we know  we can exceed

expectations  with  this  expansion  at Terminal  4. The  strength  of  Grays  Harbor's  rural

economy  depends  on continued  growth  in international  shipments  at the  Port  of  Grays

Harbor  and  job  creation  to  support  that  growth.  Our  Port's  investment  in this  public

infrastructure  project  and  AGP's  expansion  and investment  in our  community  will

accomplish  this  and  help  our  Nation's  balance  of  trade,  as the  co-product  of  a

renewable  feedstock  for  low  carbon  fuels  and  the  cargo  will  be transported  in bulk  via

rail and  vessel  which  is far  less carbon  intensive  than  moving  by container.

However,  without  federal  funding  to  support  the  required  public  marine  rail

infrastructure,  the  Grays  Harbor  community  will  not  be able  to accommodate  this

transformational  level  of  trade  investment.

With  American  farmers  ready  to  invest  millions  in expanding  their  own  access  to

international  shipments,  and a rural  port  district  with  a committed  private  partner

developing  a project  that  delivers  improved  transportation  efficiency  while  creating

economic  opportunities  in a historically  distressed  area,  a strategic  PIDP investment  will

be transformational.  Given  the  robust  timeline,  this  project  could  serve  as an example

of  USDOT  MARAD's  ability  to make  Infrastructure  Investment  and  Jobs  Act  funds  work

in our  Nation's  port  communities,  strengthening  the  economy  for  decades.

Union  jobs.  u.s. exports.  Improved  transportation  infrastructure.  Investment  in an

economically  struggling  community.  As applications  are evaluated,  please  carefully

consider  this  project's  merits  and how  it would  accrue  benefits  to  our  entire  region  and

naUon  for  decades  to  come.

Sincerely,

A ,? f-',
BILLY D. SWOR,  PRESIDENT

ILWU  LOCAL  #24











*PortofGrays Harbor
On Washington's  Pacifrc  Coast

1'l1 SouthWoodingStreet Ma'%/ 20, 2022

PO Box 660

Aberdeen,  Washington  98520

Tel-360.533.9528  Lucinda Lessley
Acting  Maritime  Administrator

'  - 36o'533'95o5 u.s. Department  of  Transportation  - MARAD

www.PortofGraysHarbor.com  1200  NeW Jerse/  Avenue SE
Washington,  DC 20590

Re:  Support  for  PIDP Grant  funding  for  the  Grays  Harbor  Terminal  4 Expansion

and  Redevelopment  Project

Dear  Ms. Lessley,

Our  community  needs  your  help.  The  Grays  Harbor  Terminal4  Expansion  and

Redevelopment  Project  is critical  to our  rural  Port  district's  ability  to allow  our

largest  marine  terminal  customer  to grow,  attract  sorely  needed  private  investment,

increase  international  shipments  and create  jobs  for  our  community.  We  are

confident  that  this  project  can be a prime  example  for  MARAD  on how  an

investment  in coastal  port  infrastructure  can benefit  thousands  of  jobs  throughout

multiple  states,  increase  u.s. international  trade  competitiveness,  and provide

economic  benefits  for  decades  to come.

As the  only  deep-water  shipping  port  on Washington's  Pacific  Coast,  the  Port  of

*Commissioners  Grays Harbor has a proven track-record of attracting private investment, creating
jobs,  returning  economic  benefit  to  the  Grays  Harbor  community,  all while  providing

S'a" P"'n'Ck access  for  u.s. products  to international  markets.  The  Port  and Ag Processing,  Inc.

pH  Papac  (AGP)  have been doing so for more than  20 years.  AGP now  desires  to  grow  here  in

Grays  Harbor  and PIDP grant  funding  of  this  project  will  ensure  the  Port  is positioned

to  accommodate  the  growth  by fulfilling  our  commitment  in the  Letter  of  Intent  with

AGP dated  May  6, 2022.

Tom  Quigg

*Execuf'eD'ecfor Abilitytoinvestinrobusttransportationinfrastructureatthislevelshouldnotbea

GaryGNelson barrierforacommunitytoobtaineconomicsustainability.  Aprojectofnational

significance,  the  Port  of  Grays  Harbor  needs  federal  assistance  to complete  a project

this  size, and  to leverage  and secure  significant  private  investment.  The  Grays

Harbor  community  cannot afford to lose a 9123 million  investment  and the

associated  jobs  and economic  opportunities  that  come  from  a project  of  this

magnitude.  PIDPfundingisinstrumentaltothesuccessofthisproject.



AGP's  expansion  is a commitment  of  American  farmers  ready  to invest  millions  in

expanding  their  own  access  to international  shipments.  Our  rural  port  district,  along

with  AGP, a committed  private  partner,  has developed  a project  that  delivers

improved  transportation  efficiency  while  creating  economic  opportunities  in a

historically  distressed  area.  A strategic  PIDP investment  will  help  this  project  be

transformational.  Again,  given  the  robust  timeline  and determination  and

commitment  of  both  the  Port  and AGP, this  project  could  serve  as an example  of

MARAD"s  ability  to make  Infrastructure  Investment  and  Jobs Act  funds  work  in our

Nation's  port  communities.

This  project  is truly  a win  for  all. It will  benefit  our  rural  community,  multiple  states,

our  Nation  and international  markets.  As applications  are evaluated,  please

carefully  consider  this  project's  merits.  The Port  of  Grays  Harbor  stands  ready  to

deliver  a project  a project  that  will  accrue  benefits  for  decades  to  come.

Sincerely,

CommissionerTom  Quigg,  President

PORT OF GRAYS HARBOR



 

 

Telephone: 503-234-8550 
Fax: 503-234-8555 

4224 NE Halsey Street, Suite 325 
Portland, OR  97213 

April 21, 2022 
 
 
 
Lucinda Lessley  
Acting Maritime Administrator  
U.S. Department of Transportation - MARAD 
1200 New Jersey Avenue SE 
Washington, DC 20590 
 
Re: Support for PIDP Grant funding for the Port of Grays Harbor Terminal 4 Expansion and 
Redevelopment Project 
 
Dear Ms. Lessley, 
 
On behalf of the Pacific Northwest Waterways Association (PNWA), I write in support of the Port of 
Grays Harbor’s Terminal 4 Expansion and Redevelopment Project. As the United States Department of 
Transportation Maritime Administration prepares to invest record levels of funding in our Nation’s port 
infrastructure, we urge you to favorably consider this project. It has significant multi-state benefits and 
is an opportunity for MARAD to invest in coastal port infrastructure that directly impacts American 
growers’ international competitiveness. 
 
PNWA has over 150 members, including ports, barge companies, steamship operators, grain elevator 
operators, agricultural producers, electric utilities, irrigation districts, and union labor throughout 
Washington, Oregon, and Idaho.  Our association supports projects to advance and protect the region’s 
transportation infrastructure, freight mobility, economic health, and the environment.  We support the 
Northwest’s multi-modal transportation system, which provides safe, efficient, and reliable links to 
competitive domestic and world markets. 
 
As the only deep-water shipping port on Washington’s Pacific Coast, the Port of Grays Harbor has a 
proven track-record for attracting private investment, creating jobs, returning economic benefit to the 
Grays Harbor community, while providing access for U.S. products to international markets.  PIDP grant 
funding of this project will ensure the Port is positioned to not only attract new customers, but to 
accommodate the growth of their existing customers. 
 
The strength of Grays Harbor’s rural economy depends on continued growth in international shipments 
at the Port of Grays Harbor and job creation to support that growth.  Our Port’s investment in this public 
infrastructure project and AGP’s expansion and investment in our community will accomplish this and 
help our Nation’s balance of trade, as the by-product of a renewable feedstock for low carbon fuels and 
the cargo will be transported in bulk via rail and vessel which is far less carbon intensive than moving by 
container.   
 
However, without federal funding to support the required public marine rail infrastructure, the Grays 
Harbor community will not be able to accommodate this transformational level of trade investment.   
    



  
 

 
Pacific Northwest Waterways Association 
4224 NE Halsey Street, Suite 325 
Portland, OR  97213 

Telephone: 503-234-8550 
Fax: 503-234-8555 

With American farmers ready to invest millions in expanding their own access to international 
shipments, and a rural port district with a committed private partner developing a project that delivers 
improved transportation efficiency while creating economic opportunities in a historically distressed 
area, a strategic PIDP investment will be transformational.  Given the robust timeline, this project could 
serve as an example of USDOT MARAD’s ability to make Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act funds 
work in our Nation’s port communities, strengthening the economy for decades. 
  
To say this project is of regional significance is an understatement. As applications are evaluated, please 
carefully consider this project’s merits and how it would accrue benefits to our entire region and nation 
for decades to come. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Heather Stebbings 
Executive Director 
Pacific Northwest Waterways Association  
 



 
 

 
 
Jerry E. Vest                                                                                                                      jvest@gwrr.com 
Assistant Vice President                                                                                                      (412) 963-1805 
 
 
May 9, 2022 
 
 
 
The Honorable Lucinda Lessley  
Acting Maritime Administrator  
U.S. Department of Transportation - MARAD 
1200 New Jersey Avenue SE 
Washington, DC 20590 
 
Subject:  PIDP Grant for Port of Grays Harbor Terminal 4 Project 
 
Dear Administrator Lessley: 
 
Puget Sound & Pacific Railroad is a 158 mile-long Class III freight railroad linking the Port 
of Grays Harbor to the national rail network through its connections with BNSF and Union 
Pacific railroads at Centralia, Washington.  The railroad is a strong partner with the Port in 
supporting the regional economy, providing important freight services connecting the U.S. 
with international markets. 
 
Recently it was brought to my attention that the Port of Grays Harbor is submitting a Port 
Infrastructure Development Program (PIDP) grant request to the U.S. Maritime 
Administration for expansions and improvements to Terminal 4 at the Port.  I write you in 
strong support of this application for the following reasons: 
 

 The Port of Grays Harbor is a catalyst of regional job growth and 
development, and improving port infrastructure expands this ability.    
As the regional economy around Grays Harbor County has transitioned 
beyond the timber industry, the Port has aggressively diversified and 
expanded itself to serve a broader group of industries looking to use 
the Port to reach international markets.  This in turn has helped the 
region to diversify its base of industry and increase the availability and 
stability of family-sustaining middle class jobs in our area. 

 
 As the only Washington State deep-water shipping port directly on the 

Pacific Coast, the Port of Grays Harbor is an especially important part of 
the logistics for the U.S. supply chain reaching to and from the Pacific 
Rim.   

 
 
(continued) 



 
 
 
The Honorable Lucinda Lessley 
May 9, 2022 
 
Page Two 
 
 

The need for expansion of Terminal 4 is directly associated with a very 
large opportunity for the Port to increase exportation of soybean meal 
to Asia.  Soybean meal is a very important source of protein in Asian 
diets, and improvements in the ability of the Port of Grays Harbor to 
handle these shipments will improve the ability of U.S. sourced meal 
to compete in the world marketplace. 

 
 The project associated with the proposed grant is concurrently 

supported by many other entities other than the Port: 
 

o AGP, a major U.S. soybean processor/refiner, is expanding its 
ability to export soybean products through the Port of Grays 
Harbor with a major expansion of its processing in Nebraska,  

o Many hundreds soybean farmers that work diligently to help 
our country to compete in world commodity markets, and  

o The Puget Sound & Pacific Railroad, improving its ability to 
handle additional rail traffic that this project will require.  
Other rail infrastructure projects, supported by FRA and state 
grants, are completed or are underway on the Puget Sound & 
Pacific Railroad to improve the ability of the railroad to serve 
the Port of Grays Harbor and our mutual customers, helping 
them expand their abilities to compete in their world markets. 

  
Please rest assured that the requested PIDP grant is very much needed with significant 
public benefits.  The grant project has a wide base of strong support to ensure its success.  
This grant will help a rural region of Washington State as it continues its journey of 
remaking itself to thrive in the 21st Century, while at the same time directly improve 
international logistics between the U.S. and Pacific Rim.  Your full consideration and 
support of this grant request will be sincerely appreciated. 
 
If I can provide more information, please let me know. 
 
Very truly yours, 

 
 
 
cc:  Mr. Gary Nelson, Executive Director, Port of Grays Harbor 

 
 
 
 

Puget Sound & Pacific Railroad 
1710 Midway Court, Centralia, Washington 98531 





 

 

 

April 26, 2022 

 

Lucinda Lessley  

Acting Maritime Administrator  

U.S. Department of Transportation - MARAD 

1200 New Jersey Avenue SE 

Washington, DC 20590 

 

 

Re: Support for PIDP Grant funding for the Port of Grays Harbor Terminal 4 Expansion and 

Redevelopment Project 

 

 

Dear Ms. Lessley, 

 

As the United States Department of Transportation Maritime Administration (MARAD) prepares to 

invest record levels of funding in our Nation’s port infrastructure, Renewable Energy Group urges 

you to favorably consider the Port of Grays Harbor Terminal 4 Expansion and Redevelopment 

Project. 

 

Renewable Energy Group, Inc. (REG) is leading the energy and transportation industries’ transition 

to sustainability by transforming renewable resources into high-quality, sustainable fuels. REG 

utilizes a nationwide production, distribution and logistics system for our 12 commercial-scale 

biodiesel and renewable diesel refineries (9 in North America and 2 in Europe). REG’s Grays 

Harbor facility, located in Hoquiam, Washington, is the largest biodiesel plant on the West Coast 

and is uniquely situated to serve locations on the Pacific Ocean.   

 

This project has multi-state benefits and is an opportunity for MARAD to invest in coastal port 

infrastructure that directly impacts American growers’ international competitiveness. Our employees 

work and live in Grays Harbor County and expanding capacity at the Port of Grays Harbor improves 

the community as a whole where our employees live. An investment of this magnitude in Grays 

Harbor will elevate the capabilities of an important port in western Washington and support REG’s 

logistics ability to market our fuel across the globe.  

 

As the only deep-water shipping port on Washington’s Pacific Coast, the Port of Grays Harbor has 

a proven track-record for attracting private investment, creating jobs, returning economic benefit to 

the Grays Harbor community, while providing U.S. products access to international markets.  PIDP 

grant funding of this project will ensure the Port is positioned to not only attract new customers, but 

to accommodate the growth of their existing customers like REG.  

 

The strength of Grays Harbor’s rural economy depends on continued growth in international 

shipments at the Port of Grays Harbor and job creation to support that growth.  Our Port’s 



 

 

investment in this public infrastructure project and AGP’s expansion and investment in our 

community will accomplish this and help our Nation’s balance of trade, as the by-product of a 

renewable feedstock for low carbon fuels and the cargo will be transported in bulk via rail and 

vessel which is far less carbon intensive than moving by container.   

 

However, without federal funding to support the required public marine rail infrastructure, the Grays 

Harbor community will not be able to accommodate this transformational level of trade investment.   

    

With American farmers ready to invest millions in expanding their own access to international 

shipments, and a rural port district with a committed private partner developing a project that 

delivers improved transportation efficiency while creating economic opportunities in a historically 

distressed area, a strategic PIDP investment will be transformational.  Given the robust timeline, 

this project could serve as an example of USDOT MARAD’s ability to make Infrastructure 

Investment and Jobs Act funds work in our Nation’s port communities, strengthening the economy 

for decades. 

  

To say this project is of regional significance is an understatement.  As applications are evaluated, 

please carefully consider this project’s merits and how it would accrue benefits to our entire region 

and nation for decades to come. 

 

Respectfully, 

 

 
Kent Hartwig, Director, Corporate Affairs and Development 

Renewable Energy Group 

 

 

 

 

 







 

 

May 5, 2022 
 
Lucinda Lessley 
Acting Maritime Administrator 
US Department of Transportation - MARAD 
1200 New Jersey Avenue SD 
Washington DC 20590 
 
RE: Support for Port Infrastructure Development Project Funding for Port of Grays Harbor 
Expansion and Redevelopment 
 
Dear Ms. Lessley, 
 
On behalf of South Dakota's cooperatives and our producer-owners we ask for your support and 
approval of AGP's PIDP grant request for the expansion of AGP’s export terminal at the Port of 
Grays Harbor in Aberdeen, WA. 
 
South Dakota soybean production continues to increase, recently reaching nearly 250,000,000 
bushels.  Our commitment to a crop that is versatile in feed, food and fuel uses, led AGP to build a 
processing facility in Aberdeen SD.  Since that time SD’s producers, cooperatives and AGP have only 
looked forward to ways to enhance the soybean industry.    
 
With this commitment and vision, AGP announced $180 million for a major expansion and upgrade 
to its export facilities at the Port of Grays Harbor (POGH) in Aberdeen, Washington.  The port is 
significant to South Dakota as a major portion of our soybean meal is exported to Asia and 
Southeast Asia through the Port of Grays Harbor.   The improved facility will provide our 
cooperatives and producer-owners a competitive advantage through reduced costs, competitive 
transportation, additional storage and increased vessel capacity. 
 
Partnerships, such as is needed for the Port of Grays Harbor project, demonstrate what can be 
accomplished when local, federal and private entities make investments in critical infrastructure 
and create solutions.   
 
Thank you for your consideration of the project and its critical importance to South Dakota’s 
cooperatives and our producer-owners.   
 
Sincerely, 

 Brenda R Forman 

Brenda Forman 
Executive Director  
South Dakota Association of Cooperatives 



5000 South Broadband Lane, Suite 100, Sioux Falls, SD 57108 

 

 

 

 

April 29, 2022 
 
Lucinda Lessley 
Acting Maritime Administrator 
U.S. Department of Transportation – MARAD 
1200 New Jersey Avenue SD 
Washington, DC  20590 
 
RE: Support for Port Infrastructure Development Project funding for Port of Grays Harbor  
       Expansion and Redevelopment  
 
Dear Ms. Lessley, 
 
With great enthusiasm, I express South Dakota farmers' support for the Port Infrastructure 
Development Program (PIDP) grant funding for the Port of Grays Harbor Terminal 4 
Redevelopment and Expansion Project. 
 
South Dakota farmers produce approximately 250,000,000 bushels of soybeans annually. 
Production continues to grow as demand for soybeans has intensified due to soybean products' 
environmental benefits and the sustainability of soybean crop production. With its extremely low 
emissions, renewable diesel's popularity has created tremendous demand for soybean oil. South 
Dakota farmers are ready to meet that demand by producing more soybeans but will need 
increased infrastructure to move the additional soybean meal, which is a co-product of soybean 
oil.  
 
A significant portion of South Dakota's soybean crop is exported as meal to Asia and Southeast 
Asia via the Port of Grays Harbor. Exporting soybean meal off the PNW gives South Dakota 
farmers a competitive advantage in transportation costs and shipping time compared to our 
competition on the world stage. 
 
A PIDP grant will be a tremendous boost in paving the way for Midwest farm families and 
communities to move their products. Together, we can build a very bright future for our families 
and our nation. 
 
Thank you for your attention to this critical project. With your support, we can do great things. 
 
Jerry Schmitz 
 
 
Executive Director 
South Dakota Soybean Association 



 
 

May 13, 2022 
 
 
Lucinda Lessley 
Acting Administrator 
Maritime Administration 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 
Washington, DC 20590 
 
Dear Acting Administrator Lessley: 
 
Please accept our enthusiastic support for the Port of Grays Harbor’s Terminal 4 Expansion and Redevelopment Project.  
The project, upon completion, will provide significant benefit to soybean farmers and rural communities throughout the 
Midwest by enhancing the efficiency and reliability of our food delivery system.   
 
Established in 2007, the Soy Transportation Coalition is a farmer-funded, farmer-led organization comprised of thirteen 
state soybean boards, the American Soybean Association, and the United Soybean Board.  The goal of the organization is 
to position the soybean industry to benefit from a transportation system that delivers cost effective, reliable, and 
competitive service.  
 
AGP recently announced its intention to invest over $180 million at the Port of Grays Harbor to construct a new export 
ship loading facility at Terminal 4 and expand and enhance its existing facility at Terminal 2.  In order to accommodate 
this investment, the Port of Grays Harbor will need to devote considerable resources to improve its infrastructure.   
 
Given the profound benefits these planned investments will provide to a significant number of U.S. soybean farmers, the 
Soy Transportation Coalition – along with the Iowa Soybean Association, the Kansas Soybean Commission, the Nebraska 
Soybean Board, and the South Dakota Soybean Research and Promotion Council – have committed $825,000 to help 
underwrite some of the pre-engineering, design, and site development costs of the Port of Grays Harbors Terminal 4 
Expansion and Redevelopment Project.  Additional funding from other soybean farmer organizations is possible.   
 
One of the most effective ways to attack food shortages and inflation is by improving the food supply chain.  U.S. 
soybean farmers are not only expressing their support for this important infrastructure enhancement, they are 
committing actual funding to help it become a reality.  We therefore offer our strong support for the Port of Grays 
Harbor’s Port Infrastructure Development Grant application.   
 
If members of your staff have any questions or would like to discuss this further, please do not hesitate to contact me at 
515-727-0665 or msteenhoek@soytransportation.org.  Thank you for your consideration. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Mike Steenhoek 
Executive Director, Soy Transportation Coalition  
 

1255 SW Prairie Trail Parkway  Ankeny, Iowa 50023  515-727-0665  www.soytransportation.org 
Not funded by the soybean checkoff 

mailto:msteenhoek@soytransportation.org
http://www.soytransportation.org/
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BOARD OF PILOTAGE COMMISSIONERS 
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May 10, 2022 

 

Lucinda Lessley 
Acting Maritime Administrator 
U.S. Department of Transportation - MARAD 
1200 New Jersey Avenue SE 
Washington, DC 20590  

 
Re: Support for PIDP Grant Funding for the Port of Grays Harbor Terminal 4 
Expansion and Redevelopment Project 

 
Dear Ms. Lessley, 

As the United States Department of Transportation Maritime Administration prepares to 
invest record levels of funding in our Nation’s port infrastructure, the Washington State 
Board of Pilotage Commissioners (BPC) urges favorable consideration of the Port of 
Grays Harbor Terminal Expansion and Redevelopment Project. As the only deep-water 
shipping port on Washington’s Pacific Coast, the Port of Grays Harbor has a proven 
track-record for attracting private investment, creating jobs, returning economic benefit 
to the Grays Harbor community, while providing access for U.S. products to international 
markets.  PIDP grant funding of this project will ensure the Port is positioned to not only 
attract new customers, but to accommodate the growth of their existing customers. 

The mission of the BPC is to provide safe and efficient compulsory pilotage in 
Washington State’s two pilotage districts: Puget Sound and Grays Harbor. Impacts 
include the stabilization of vessel traffic in Grays Harbor with the necessary resources to 
insure safe pilotage.  BPC is ready and able to support the additional needs of State 
licensed pilots to support this Port expansion and redevelopment.  

This project has multi-state benefits and is an opportunity for MARAD to invest in coastal 
port infrastructure that directly impacts American growers’ international competitiveness. 
With American farmers ready to invest millions in expanding their own access to 
international shipments, and a rural port district with a committed private partner 
developing a project that delivers improved transportation efficiency while creating 
economic opportunities in a historically distressed area, a strategic PIDP investment will  

http://www.pilotage.wa.gov/


be transformational.  Given the robust timeline, this project could serve as an example of 
USDOT MARAD’s ability to make Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act funds work in 
our Nation’s port communities, strengthening the economy for decades. 

The strength of Grays Harbor’s rural economy depends on continued growth in 
international shipments at the Port of Grays Harbor and job creation to support that 
growth.  Long-time Port customer AG Processing Inc (AGP) is a leading agribusiness and 
major U.S. soybean processor/refiner. The Port’s investment in this public infrastructure 
project and AGP’s recently announced expansion and investment in the Grays Harbor 
community will accomplish this and help our Nation’s balance of trade, as the co-
product of a renewable feedstock for low carbon fuels and the cargo will be transported 
in bulk via rail and vessel, which is far less carbon intensive than moving by container.  
However, without federal funding to support the required public marine rail 
infrastructure, the Grays Harbor community will not be able to accommodate this 
transformational level of trade investment.   

To say this project is of regional significance is an understatement.  As applications are 
evaluated, please carefully consider this project’s merits and how it would accrue 
benefits to our entire region and nation for decades to come. 

Sincerely, 

Sheri J. Tonn, Chair 
Washington State Board of Pilotage Commissioners 

Cc Gary Nelson, Executive Director, Port of Grays Harbor 







 

May 2, 2022 
 
 
 
Lucinda Lessley 
Acting Maritime Administrator 
US Department of Transportation – MARAD 
1200 New Jersey Ave. SE 
Washington, DC 20590 
 
Dear Ms. Lessley: 
 
On behalf of the Washington State Department of Transportation (WSDOT), I would 
like to express our support for the PIDP Grant Funding for the Port of Grays Harbor 
Terminal 4 Expansion and redevelopment project. This project has multi-state benefits 
and is an opportunity for MARAD to invest in coastal port infrastructure that directly 
impacts American growers’ international competitiveness. 
 
Based on the conceptual information provided us to date, WSDOT supports the Port of 
Grays Harbor’s request for funding provided that these improvements meet all 
applicable WSDOT design and construction requirements, including all applicable 
American with Disabilities Act requirements, for any work that occurs within WSDOT 
right of way. 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to express our support. If you have any questions, 
please contact Steve Roark, Region Administrator at (360) 357-2658 or email at 
roarks@wsdot.wa.gov.  
 
Sincerely, 

 
Roger Millar, PE, FASCE, FAICP 
Secretary of Transportation 
 
RM:mw 
 
cc:  Steve Roark 
 Ron Pate 

mailto:roarks@wsdot.wa.gov
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